Your major project for the semester will allow you to practice thinking systemically as taught in class and will allow you to learn to use various resources to identify the health needs of a community.  These skills will be used as you conduct a Community Health Assessment.
The project will be a lot of work and therefore will require consistent effort across the course of the semester; don't wait until the last two weeks.  To spread the workload and to approximate the typical work environment, you will do this project in groups.  Groups will consist of a minimum of two and a maximum of three students.  You can divide the work as you see fit, as long the load is shared equitably.  (if absolutely necessary, contact me if you would like to do the project by yourself)
Your project will be to assess the overall health of one county and identify areas of need.  You are to take the role of public health assessment specialists hired by the local health department to conduct the initial county health assessment.  In this role, you will make recommendations, but it will ultimately be up to local leaders to decide the goals and objectives for the county.
Each group will select one county in Texas as the focus for this project.  I would recommend medium-sized counties.  Large counties are often too complex to easily describe and small counties often lack data on some health measures.
Real community health assessments can often be over a hundred pages to review all pertinent data.  For this assignment, you will be submitting an Executive Summary, which is an overview of the key findings. For this assignment, you will be limited to a maximum of 20 pages.  There is no minimum, but I doubt you will be able to address all the required elements in less than 10 pages.  Executive Summaries often make use of graphs and tables to summarize much of the data.  Graphs are best for making a strong point; tables tend to be better for conveying a lot of information at once.
Your report must have the following sections, in this order    [in brackets is the approximate number of pages typical in each section].
1. Table of Contents [1 pg.]
1. Overview [2-3 pages]
1. Purpose of doing this assessment (pretend it is real)
1. Method (how you found the data)
1. Summary of Key Findings
1. Health Ranking Summary Table (see example)
1. Community Profile [2-4 pgs]
0. Demographic profiles and demographic trends (changes over time)
0. Social Determinants of Health (e.g., income, education, access to care)
4. Leading Causes of Death Tables [2-3 pgs]
0. Ranking compared to other counties (or to state or national averages)
0. Leading causes of death by race, gender and age
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Disparities [2-3 pgs]
0. Where is this county worse than state or national averages
0. Are there some groups in the county worse than others (race, gender, or others)
0. Select two to three causes or death or disease that appear to need attention
6. Behaviors and Lifestyles related to selected areas [1-3 pgs]
7. Recommendations to address disparities [1-2 pgs]
8.. Sources of Data [1/2 pg]

The county we chose was Harris County of Houston Texas and the part i am asking you to complete is number 6


